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DAYTON, Ohio- Allegations are widespread. Street children in Brazil have been 
murdered by police. Prisoners in Mexico and Peru have been tortured. Journalists have died in 
Argentina, human rights defenders have been..assassinated in Colombia and former guerrillas 
. "" l : 
continue to "disappear" in Guatemala. 
Protecting human rights remains an issue in the Americas. 
Benedito Domingos Mariano, the ombudsman investigating the alleged murder of street 
. . 
children by police in Sao Paulo, Brazil, will participate in "Human Rights in the Americas on the 
Eve of the 21st Century," a University of Dayton forum to be held at 8 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 20, 
in the Mathias Heck Courtroom on the first floor of Keller Hall. 
Admission is free and open to the public. 
"There is a dangerous misperception that the problem of human rights has been solved 
with the advent of democratically elected governments in the Americas," said Mark Ensalaco, 
associate professor of political science and director of the international studies program at UD. 
Ensalaco, who is organizing the event, also is the U.S. director of FIDEH (the Spanish 
acronym for the Inter-American Forum on Human Rights), an indigenous group founded in 1994 
and committed to the promotion and protection of economic, social, cultural, civil and political 
rights in the Americas. FIDEH consists of a series of "front-line" nonprofit, nonpartisan 
# 
organizations that are attentive to the specific human rights challenges of each country. 
The headquarters of FIDEH-USA, which serves as the research and education division 
of the organization, are located on campus. 
"In the past, the principal task was to protect the civil and political rights of people 
who faced persecution from repressive regimes," Ensalaco said. "In the democratic future, the 
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task will be to achieve the progressive realization of economic, social and cultural rights, the 
rights of indigenous peoples, the rights of women and the rights of the child. The forum will 
foster this critical dialogue on human rights in the Americas." 
In addition to Mariano and Ensalaco, participants in the UD forum will include Charles 
Moyer, a director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and former secretary of the 
Inter-American Court for Human Rights in San Jose, Costa Rica; U.S. Rep. Tony Hall, D-
Dayton, a member of Congressional Friends of Human Rights Monitors; and Bruce.Hitchner, 
director of the Center for International Progr~tns at UD. 
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For media interviews, contact Mark Ensalaco at (937) 229-2595 or via e-mail at 
ensalaco@udayton.edu. 
